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XIIL A Letter from the Rev. Mr. Wil- 
liam Paxton, Reblor of Buckland Brewer, 
in the County of Devon, to Dr. Milles, 
Dean of Exeter, F. R. S. and Pr. S. A. 



Buckland Brewer, April 7, 1769. 
Rev. Sir, 

Read April 20, T HAD the favour of yours, and 
' 7 9 X. w * tn 8 reat chearfulnefs comply with 
your requeft, as far as faint words can exprefs what, 
in reality, is beyond the power of defcription. 

On Thurfday, the 2d of March, about four of the 
clock in the afternoon, a cloud, of a moft uncom- 
mon blacknefs, gathered in the weft-north- weft, 
and, taking its courfe to eaft-fouth-eaft, dirTufed a 
moft prodigious darknefs, accompanied with a very 
copious mower of hail. It pafled immediately over 
the church tower (remarkable for the height both 
of its fituation and ftructure), and, burfting with in- 
credible fury, poured forth an amazing body of fire, 
which threw down the fouth-eaft pinnacle on the 
church, and entering (as I fuppofe) at the breach, 
fhivered a table on which the commandments were 
written, fcorched and difcoloured two tomb-ftones, 

broke 
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broke the windows, and fluttered the walls and roof 
to a great degree. The fou th-eaft corner fufFered moft ; 
where it chiefly forced its way, and tore up the ground 
on the outfide, where it found vent. There is fome- 
thing very extraordinary in the difperfion of the ftones 
of the pinnacle to every point of the compafs, and to 
differentdiftanccs ; fome of which were 700 pounds 
weight. I picked up one that weighed al moft 8 pounds, 
at thediftanceof6o perches from the chutchj and doubt 
not but others, and perhaps larger ftones, were carried 
further : it may be worthy remark alfo, that feveral of 
the ftones, fome of which were not (mall, though they 
appeared ciofe and firm, yet, on a very flight impreffion 
of the fingers, mouldered into powder. The explo- 
sion, on the opening of the cloud, was as inftantaneous 
as terrible, and equalled the difcharge of at leaft a 
hundred cannon at once. 

It is matter of great wonder, that not only the 
church, but that every houfe in the village, which 
trembled to its foundation, was not reduced to atoms, 
or lighted up into a general blaze ; and yet, ftupen- 
dous mercy! not a man, woman, child, or beaft, re- 
ceived the leaft hurt. I am, 

Si r, 

Your very obedient, 

humble fervant, 

William Paxton. 
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